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What is digital Citizenship? Digital citizenship refers to responsible 

technology usage, and teaching digital citizenship is essential to helping students achieve 

and understand digital literacy, as well as ensuring cyberbully prevention, online safety, 

digital responsibility, and digital health & wellness.  

Why are we discussing digital citizenship? In 2020-2021, EISD 

wants to move towards becoming a Common Sense recognized district.  There are several steps to the process starting with becoming 

Common Sense Educators, then Common Sense Schools and finally reaching our goal of a Common Sense District.  The goal is NOT 

to add to the curriculum, but to develop a much needed digital culture for our students.  Common Sense is the nation’s leading 

nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the lives of kids and families by providing the trustworthy information, education, and 

independent voice they need to thrive in the 21st century.  Face it, kids today live in a different culture than we did and they face 

numerous more issues created by the devices at the end of their fingertips.  Digital citizenship needs to be part of their culture.  If you 

want to check out Common Sense, please visit this site:  https://www.commonsense.org/education/  If you are interested in 

being on the ground floor of planning this rollout, let us know.  We are starting the discussions now so that everyone will 

know what’s going on as it begins to take place. 

Digital citizenship is more than Internet Safety and it’s much more than a checkbox on a to-do list.  It needs to become a 

way of life that we create to keep our students safe. 

 

What does your web page say about you? Please remember that your teacher 

web pages aren’t in place to create more work for you.  Our website occupies a very small space in the big 

universe of the internet, but it still matters.  School web sites help to communicate and reach out to your 

parents, students, and our community.  We use our website to improve customer service, provide 

information, save time, and improve public relations.  When you look at your 

individual page, are you accomplishing those goals?  If not, let’s sit down and 

see if we can make it more effective and easier for you to use. Over the 

summer, we plan to make some changes to the teacher pages including a face 

lift for everyone’s individual home page.  We plan to make them all match and 

use a professional style with our badge pictures and the same font and layout. 

In addition to the layout and the look of your website, it’s imperative that you remember not to use 

copyrighted material.  Also, make sure that you are using clear fonts without highlighting behind them.  In 

the next school year, you will hear lots of conversation about making our website ADA compliant.   We will 

begin to run regular checkers to ensure we stay compliant.  So be very cognitive of how things look on 

your pages and that everything can be read clearly.  Unfortunately, both copyright and ADA compliancy are legal matters.  There are 

fines for not meeting these standards, so will begin to look at them closer and on a more regular basis. 

 

Ta-da!!!  Let me leave you with a quick little trick.  If you are logged into Google, you may 

type any of these in the address bar for a quick shortcut to start a new document, slide, or sheet. 

Docs.new – opens a new Google document 

Sheets.new – opens a new Google spreadsheet  
Slides.new – opens a new Google slide presentation 
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